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Introduction

e Growing body of literature on socio-emotional
consequences of victimisation

e Need to understand cognitive aftermath, especially
thoughts of vengeance and retaliatory fantasies



Victimisation and Vengeance

e Social, emotional, and anxiety-related impacts well-documented
(Armitage, 2021; Halliday et al., 2021)

e Understudied link between victimisation and vengeance

e Vengeful attitudes correlate with depression, negative mental health

outcomes (Newman, 2011; Rijavec et al., 2010)

e Implications for victim-offender overlap, violence and aggression

post-victimisation (Eisner et al., 2021)



Victimisation and Vengeance

e Previous focus on overt, extreme retaliation (Borum
et al., 2010; Vossekuil et al., 2004)

e Gap in understanding more covert forms of revenge

e Study aims to understand cognitive dynamics of
revenge and inform support mechanisms
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Implications

Understand changes in vengeful thinking and fantasies
post-victimisation

Implications for aggression and violence post-victimisation,
victim-offender overlap

Guide community efforts to build resilience and nonviolent conflict
resolution




Research Question

e What 1s the association of victimisation with
vengeance cognitions and fantasies among early
adults?



Hypothesis

e Exposure-response relationship between victimisation and vengeance
cognitions and fantasies

e As frequency of victimisation experiences increase, corresponding
Increase 1n intensity of vengeance cognitions and fantasies
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Methods

e [ongitudinal data from the Zurich Project on the Social Development
from Childhood to Adulthood (z-proso), (Eisner & Ribeaud, 2007)

e Focus on data collected at ages 20 and 24

e Aim to evaluate effect of victimisation experiences on subsequent
vengeful thoughts and fantasies



Measures

e Forms of victimisation: bullying, serious violence, dating violence

victimisation
e Polyvictimisation score

e Instruments:
o Bullying Victimisation Scale (Murray et al., 2021)
Serious Violent Victimisation Scale (kFN)
Intimate Partner Violence Victimisation Scale (Taylor et al., 2011; Zweig et al., 2013)
Vengeance Scale (Coelho et al., 2018; Stuckless & Goranson; 1992)
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Violent Ideations Scale (Murray et al., 2018)
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Data Analysis

e Descriptive statistics and Pearson's correlation coefficient for
overview and bivariate relationships

e Full-information maximum likelihood structural equation modelling
for main analyses

11



SEM Model

Relationship Between Victimisation and Vengeance Cognitions
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Relationship Between Bullying Victimisation and Vengeance Cognitions
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Results

e Higher frequencies of bullying, serious violence, and
polyvictimisation over the past 12 months were significantly linked
to more intense vengeance cognitions and fantasies at age 24

e Men generally exhibit stronger vengeance than women, except in
cases of intimate partner violence victimisation
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Results

e Sexual intimate partner violence linked to increase in vengeance

cognitions and fantasies in women, but not in men

e Physical intimate partner violence 1s associated with higher
vengeance fantasies in both genders, though the effect is slightly

weaker in men
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Discussion

e Victimisation experiences are strong predictors of
heightened vengeance cognitions and fantasies

e Gender differences in vengeance responses vary by
victimisation type

e Possible emotional and relational complexities in intimate
partner violence may impact vengeance responses
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Discussion

e Vengeance cognitions and fantasies may act as coping
mechanisms 1n response to strain and perceived
injustices (Agnew, 2002; Orth et al., 2006)

e Vengeance can also function as a strategic behavior to

deter future threats and maintain social order (McCullour
et al., 2013)
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Conclusion

e Victimisation experiences are significantly positively linked to
vengeance cognitions and fantasies, with gender playing a
moderating role

e Highlights the need for interventions tailored to address the
psychological aftermath of victimisation and potential

vengeance responsces g




Conclusion

e Strategies could focus on reducing negative emotional impacts
and promoting constructive responses to past victimisation
beyond revenge

e Encourages further research into the effects of victimisation on
vengeance and how this relationship may link to the
victim-offender overlap across various situational contexts




Thank you!

Andrea Tam
ayt23(@cam.ac.uk
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